
Delaware Early Childhood Council 

Meeting Notes 

April 8, 2011 

DDDS Building, Fox Run, Bear, DE 

Attending Members:  Jeff Benatti, Cheryl Clendaniel, Mary Gavin, Debbie Gottschalk, April Hill-
Addison, Beth Inter, Julie Johnson, Tony Marchio, MaryKate McLaughlin, Terri Murphy, Leslie 
Newman, Dan Rich, Michelle Taylor, Doug Tynan 

Absent Members:  Carltina Hall, Paul Harrell, Stephanie Johnson, Terry Schooley, Connie Bond 
Stuart 

Attending Ex Officio:  Martha Buell, Jim Lesko 

Others Attending:  Sherylynn Aurelio, Michelle Blankenship, Anne Camasso, Audrey Carey, 
Janet Carter, Margaret Clark, Jennifer Clement, Lana Cobb, Lora Collins, Janet Cornwell, 
Brigette Gavas, Darlene Hamilton, Dawn Holston, Rita Hovermale, Darby Hudson, Trudy Hunt, 
Leah Jones, Mary Knapp, Barbara McCaffery, Mary Moor, Kathy Moore, Jennifer Oppel, Carol 
Owens, Doris Rizek, Chad Robinson, Tony Ruggiero, Gwendolyn Sanders, Anna Scovell, Mary 
Sonnenberg, Judy Stang, Debbie Taylor, Verna Thompson, Melissa Walter, Kathy Wilson, 
Maryann Younger 

1. Presentation on National Perspective on Early Childhood Issues 

Michael Gamel-McCormick, University of Delaware Professor, Joseph P. Kennedy 
Foundation Fellow, and Senior Advisor, U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions.  Michael Gamel-McCormick presented on topics of: Philosophy of 
action, Programs, Politics, and What to do in Delaware.  Theory of action was: 

• Birth to eight 
• Comprehensive 
• Developmental/academic/workforce 
• Interagency collaborative/coordination 
• Strong, impactful professional development 
• Multiple funding streams 
• Use existing infra-structures 

[See Attached Power Point] 

2. Minutes from February 11, 2011 meeting were approved. 
 

3. Meet Delaware’s Federal Liaison for Early Childhood Advisory Councils  

Ngozi Onunaku, Senior Policy Analyst for Administration for Children and Families, 
expressed that she was glad to be here and appreciated the opportunity to meet with the 
Delaware Early Childhood Council.  She expressed her interest to learn from the Delaware 
Council as well as other councils. National meeting will be held April 27-28, 2011 in 
Washington DC.  



4. IRMC Meeting Report  
 

Jim Lesko gave an overview of the IRMC meeting on March 15, 2011.  Members were 
briefed on the element of the Integrated Data System. 

 

5. Chair’s Report   

• Vision 2015 

• Conference to include Early Childhood Report Card 

• Strengthening Delaware Stars program 

• Tony Ruggiero talked about the ECC website.  When completed it to be easier to 
access, include calendar of events and better communication.  Tony is currently 
talking to potential contractors for development and maintenance.   

6. Open Forum 
 
The floor was opened to all present to share ideas, events, and feedback.   

7. Next Meeting:  May 13, 2011, 9 to noon at the Community Service Building, Conference 
Room 105, 100 West 10th Street, Wilmington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


