
Delaware Early Childhood Council 

Meeting Notes 

July 8, 2011 

DDDS Training Site, Fox Run, Bear, DE  

Attending Members:  Jeff Benatti, Debbie Gottschalk, Paul Harrell, April Hill-Addison, Paula 
Holloway for Beth Inter, MaryKate McLaughlin, Terri Murphy, Leslie Newman, Dan Rich, Doug 
Tynan 

Absent Members:  Cheryl Clendanial, Carltina Hall, Julie Johnson, Stephanie Johnson, Jay 
Ludwicki, Mary Gavin, Tony Marchio, Terry Schooley, Connie Bond Stuart, Michelle Taylor 

Attending Ex Officio:  Martha Buell, Ed Freel, Jim Lesko 

Others Attending:  Minnie Alfree, Janet Cornwell, Norma Everett, Jason Hustedt, Evelyn 
Keating, George Krupanski, Barbara McCaffery, Mary Moor, Pat Nelson, Dorothy Onn, Patti 
Quinn, Tony Ruggiero, Kelly Sherretz, Debbie Taylor, Beverly Wellons, Kathy Wilson, Judy 
Stang, Jenn Burns, Leah Woodall, Christy Vanderwende, Takeisha Edmonds, Betty Gail Timm, 
Lisa Crim, and Janet Carter 

Minutes from May 13, 2011 meeting were approved. 

 
1. View from Statewide Program Perspective  

George Krupanski, Boys and Girls Clubs of Delaware, briefed everyone about issues 
that impact programs that operate state-wide and the implications for variable POC 
county rates for programs that have fixed costs at facilities in the three counties.   

2. Overview of Readiness Framework  

Jim Lesko, Martha Buell and Jason Hustedt provided a brief update on the Kindergarten 
Readiness Framework.  Jason is the lead on the project.  Kindergarten teachers will 
conduct the assessment at the beginning and end of the kindergarten year.  A number of 
districts and charters have volunteered to participate in the first phase of the rollout.  The 
teachers will be trained in August and September on the use of the assessment tool 

3. Summary of Market Rate Study 
 

Debbie Gottchalk gave an overview about the findings of the Market Rate Study 
including the study protocol.  The Department of Health and Social Service was pleased 
that over 90% child care programs participated in the study. Debbie shared the new rate 
chart based on the Market Rate and the increase included in the FY12 budget. 
 

4. Implementation of the Governor’s Initiative for Early Childhood Quality Improvement  
 



Jim Lesko shared how the funding from the Governor’s initiative was allotted: 9 million 
for Purchase of Care rate increases; 10 million for tiered reimbursement for Delaware 
Stars programs serving POC children; and 3 million for Stars grants, awards and 
infrastructure.  He also reviewed the next steps in the implementation.   

5. Federal Race To The Top – Early Learning Challenge Grant  

Jim Lesko gave an overview of the information available at this time.   
•  July 11th Comments Due 
• Aug 15-30th Applications released 
• Early Childhood Action Teams (ECATS) are being formed to begin to 

formulate Delaware’s needs, gaps and priorities in focus areas.   
 

6. Needs Assessment and Workforce Study – Progress Report 
 
Tony Ruggiero provided an updated on the development of the studies.  At this point the 
research questions are being developed.  

 
7. Chair’s Report 

 
Dan provided an update on the meetings he has been attending. 
 

8. Open Forum 
 

The floor was opened to all present to share ideas, events, and feedback.   

9. Next Meeting:  September 9, 2011, 9 to noon at the Delaware Dept of Transportation, 800 
Bay Road, Farmington/Felton Room, DelDOT, Dover 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


