
Delaware Early Childhood Council 

Meeting Notes 

September 9, 2011 

DDDS Training Site, Fox Run, Bear, DE  

Attending Members:  Jeff Benatti, Debbie Gottschalk, Carltina Hall, April Hill-Addison, Paula 
Holloway for Beth Inter, Julie Johnson, Mary Gavin, Jay Ludwicki, MaryKate McLaughlin, Leslie 
Newman, Dan Rich, Doug Tynan 

Absent Members:  Cheryl Clendanial, Paul Harrell, Stephanie Johnson, Tony Marchio, Terri 
Murphy, Terry Schooley, Connie Bond Stuart, Michelle Taylor 

Attending Ex Officio:  Martha Buell, Karen DeRasmo, Ed Freel, Jim Lesko, Ann Wick 

Others Attending:  Sherlynn Aurelio, Bill Carl, Janet Cornwell, Penny Deiner, Norma Everett, 
Rosanne Griff-Cabelli, Karen Gray, Dawn Holston, Jason Hustedt, Evelyn Keating, Barbara 
McCaffery, Connie Merlot, Rebecca Moscoso, Mary Kate Mouser, Dorothy Onn, Tony Ruggiero, 
Gwendolyn Sanders, Kelly Sherretz, Judy Stang, Debbie Taylor, Betty Gail Timm, Janet Umble, 
Nancy Widdoes, Kathy Wilson 

Minutes from July 8, 2011 meeting were approved. 

  
1. Modification of Agenda 

 
Will go over ECC Work Plan Status Report on October 14, 2011 DECC meeting. 
 

2. Creating ECC Providers Committee 
 

Dan Rich shared this Action Item of creating a sub-committee of child care providers in 
hopes to expand and have consistent and ongoing input to the Council.  Norma Everett 
suggested considering a family committee.  Committee passed by unanimous vote all in 
favor.  DAEYC will staff the committee but will also reach out to other institutions for 
assistance.   
  

3. Federal Race to the Top – Early Learning Challenge Grant Application  

Dan Rich provided a brief update on the Early Childhood Action Teams (ECAT) which 
consist of Tammy Battaglino and Chris Librizzi of Parthenon, a Boston consulting firm 
which assists in educational issues in the public sector and Kelly Schaffer of Rodel. 
Chris Librizzi  gave an overview of Parthenon’s role in assisting with the Early Learning 
Challenge Grant Application.  (handout)   
 
Dan Rich elaborated that any input is welcome and letters of support are needed from all 
organizations as everyone is a part of this extended effort.  A follow up will be on the 
October 14, 2011 DECC agenda. 
 



4. Update on Needs Assessment and Workforce Study 
 

Tony Ruggiero, DOE and Kelly Sherretz, UD provided an update on the Needs 
Assessment and Workforce Study.  The Workforce Study Questions have been 
developed along with the Child Care Provider Survey and the Early Childhood Teacher 
Survey.   The timeline is to roll out the survey in January, 2012 and have the report by 
the end of June, 2012.  Tony also introduced new team member, Nathan Roby. 
 

5. NHPS’ Vision for Early Childhood Engagement  
 
Mary Kate Mouser introduced herself to the Council as the Executive Director of 
Nemours Health and Prevention Services.  Mary Kate anticipates a new vision coming 
out with a focus on nutrition and family engagement.  She welcomes comments from the 
Council and other attending members. 

6. Request for ECC Agenda Items for 2011-2012 

Dan Rich addressed the Council and other attending members to send ECC agenda 
items directly to him.  Barbara McCaffery shared information on the public hearing 
regarding the proposed plan for the Child Care Development Fund (CCDF).   

 

7. Open Forum 
 

The floor was opened to all present to share idea, events and feedback. 
 

8. Next Meeting:   
 

October 14, 2011 9 to noon at the Delaware Department of Transportation, 800 Bay 
Road, Farmington/Felton Room, DelDOT, Dover   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


