
DELAWARE	
  EARLY	
  CHILDHOOD	
  COUNCIL	
  
	
  

Meeting	
  Notes	
  
September	
  13,	
  2013	
  

NCC-­‐DDS	
  Training	
  Site-­‐	
  Fox	
  Run,	
  Bear	
  
	
  
	
  

Members	
  in	
  Attendance:	
   Dan	
  Rich,	
  Jocelyn	
  Stewart,	
  April	
  Hill	
  Addison,	
  Melia	
  Anderson,	
  Heidi	
  Beck,	
  
Cheryl	
  Clendaniel,	
  Karen	
  DeRasmo,	
  Harriet	
  Dichter,	
  Mary	
  Gavin,	
  Vicky	
  Kelly,	
  
Mary	
  Kate	
  Mouser,	
  Leslie	
  Newman,	
  Kim	
  Pridemore,	
  Michelle	
  Taylor	
  

	
  
Others	
  in	
  Attendance:	
   Elaine	
  Archangelo,	
  Sherlynn	
  Aurelio,	
  Janice	
  Barlow,	
  Pat	
  Bartoshesky,	
  Rodney	
  

Brittingham,	
  Janet	
  Carter,	
  Syreeta	
  M.	
  Clarke,	
  Janet	
  Cornwell,	
  Patricia	
  Daniels,	
  
Paula	
  Holloway,	
  Frederika	
  Jenner,	
  Janet	
  Johnson,	
  Evelyn	
  Keating,	
  James	
  Kern,	
  
John	
  Fisher-­‐Klein,	
  Ann	
  Maloney,	
  Mary	
  Moor,	
  Victor	
  Rendon,	
  Kelly	
  Sherretz,	
  
Carol	
  Ann	
  Shumann,	
  Debbie	
  Taylor,	
  Verna	
  Thompson,	
  Betty	
  Gail	
  Timm,	
  Ann-­‐
Janie	
  Ward,	
  Kathy	
  Wilson,	
  Whitney	
  Williams,	
  Linda	
  Zakowsky,	
  and	
  Gail	
  Truxon	
  

	
  
1.	
   Welcome	
  and	
  Introductions	
  were	
  made	
  by	
  Dan	
  Rich	
  
	
  
2.	
   Approval	
  of	
  Minutes	
  
	
   Minutes	
  from	
  July	
  12,	
  2013	
  meeting	
  were	
  approved.	
  	
  Dan	
  also	
  announced	
  the	
  change	
  in	
  the	
  

November	
  council	
  meeting.	
  	
  The	
  meeting	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  on	
  November	
  1st	
  instead	
  of	
  November	
  8th	
  at	
  to	
  
accommodate	
  Cabinet	
  Secretary	
  Jennifer	
  Ranji,	
  Department	
  of	
  Services	
  for	
  Children,	
  Youth,	
  and	
  
Their	
  Families.	
  

	
  
3.	
   Integrity	
  Committee	
  
	
   Evelyn	
  Keating	
  reported	
  what	
  the	
  Integrity	
  Committee	
  does	
  and	
  who	
  is	
  involved.	
  	
  The	
  committee	
  

consists	
  of	
  staff	
  members	
  from	
  the	
  OCCL,	
  DOE,	
  POC,	
  and	
  OEL.	
  	
  One	
  of	
  the	
  main	
  issues	
  the	
  
committee	
  has	
  been	
  focusing	
  on	
  is	
  fraud.	
  	
  The	
  committee	
  meets	
  monthly.	
  	
  Dan	
  wanted	
  to	
  know	
  if	
  
there	
  was	
  anything	
  the	
  council	
  can	
  do	
  to	
  help.	
  	
  Evelyn	
  said	
  she	
  will	
  take	
  the	
  council’s	
  offer	
  to	
  the	
  
next	
  committee	
  meeting.	
  

	
  
4.	
   CORE	
  Update	
  
	
   Evelyn	
  Keating	
  informed	
  the	
  members	
  about	
  how	
  CORE	
  offers	
  three	
  types	
  of	
  financial	
  awards:	
  1)	
  

education	
  attainment	
  award,	
  2)	
  retention	
  award	
  and	
  3)	
  recruitment	
  award.	
  	
  Each	
  award	
  has	
  
different	
  qualifications	
  attached.	
  	
  CORE	
  is	
  an	
  incentive	
  program	
  for	
  early	
  childhood	
  professionals	
  in	
  
Delaware.	
  The	
  objective	
  of	
  this	
  program	
  is	
  to	
  motivate	
  early	
  childhood	
  professionals	
  to	
  advance	
  
their	
  formal	
  education	
  and	
  credentials,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  stabilize	
  their	
  positions	
  with	
  their	
  current	
  
employers.	
  	
  These	
  awards	
  offer	
  financial	
  compensation	
  to	
  professionals	
  and	
  programs	
  along	
  with	
  
technical	
  assistance	
  and	
  career	
  advisement	
  to	
  support	
  their	
  professional	
  growth	
  and	
  development.	
  	
  
Even	
  with	
  this	
  CORE	
  incentive,	
  centers	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  considerate	
  of	
  the	
  wages	
  for	
  other	
  employees	
  
such	
  as	
  cooks	
  and	
  FSA’s	
  since	
  they	
  do	
  not	
  qualify	
  for	
  the	
  awards.	
  	
  Please	
  encourage	
  programs	
  to	
  
apply.	
  	
  Evelyn	
  introduced	
  DAEYC	
  members,	
  Syreeta	
  Clarke,	
  James	
  Kane,	
  and	
  Ann-­‐Janine	
  Ward.	
  	
  For	
  
more	
  information,	
  contact	
  DAEYC	
  at:	
  	
  http://daeyc.org/	
  

	
  
5.	
   Home	
  Visiting	
  in	
  Delaware	
  (attach	
  presentation)	
  
	
   Whitney	
  Williams	
  and	
  Leslie	
  Newman	
  did	
  a	
  presentation	
  on	
  continuum	
  of	
  Home	
  Visiting	
  in	
  

Delaware,	
  Delaware’s	
  Help	
  Me	
  Grow,	
  Affordable	
  Care	
  Act,	
  current	
  Public	
  Health	
  Grant	
  initiatives	
  
and	
  the	
  new	
  Federal	
  grant	
  which	
  includes	
  maintaining	
  funds	
  for	
  Nurse	
  Family	
  Partnership,	
  pilots	
  for	
  
medical-­‐legal	
  partnerships	
  in	
  Wilmington.	
  

	
  



6.	
   Delaware	
  Early	
  Learning	
  Survey	
  Update	
  (attach	
  presentation)	
  
	
   Harriet	
  Dichter	
  gave	
  an	
  update	
  on	
  the	
  Delaware	
  Early	
  Learning	
  Survey.	
  For	
  the	
  Teaching	
  Strategies	
  

Child	
  Assessment	
  (TSI)	
  pilot,	
  there	
  are	
  47	
  Stars	
  programs,	
  Tier	
  3,	
  4,	
  or	
  5,	
  who	
  are	
  participating.	
  160	
  
providers,	
  20	
  Stars	
  TAs	
  and	
  10	
  Early	
  Intervention	
  providers	
  attended	
  the	
  summer	
  PD	
  events.	
  Stars	
  
providers	
  will	
  include	
  the	
  Learning	
  Curriculum	
  and	
  Environment	
  standards	
  (LO)	
  in	
  their	
  Quality	
  
Improvement	
  Plans	
  and	
  use	
  the	
  TSI	
  assessment	
  tool,	
  including	
  its	
  online	
  data	
  entry,	
  in	
  the	
  
classrooms	
  of	
  the	
  teachers	
  who	
  attended	
  the	
  training.	
  Children	
  will	
  be	
  assessed	
  a	
  minimum	
  of	
  two	
  
times	
  a	
  year	
  (fall	
  and	
  spring),	
  with	
  data	
  being	
  entered	
  fall	
  and	
  spring,	
  and	
  families	
  being	
  given	
  
updates	
  about	
  the	
  results	
  at	
  those	
  times	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  	
  Spring	
  training	
  =	
  over	
  400	
  teachers,	
  support	
  staff	
  
and	
  administrators	
  trained,	
  approximately	
  330	
  Kindergarten	
  classrooms	
  implementing	
  the	
  DE-­‐ELS	
  
this	
  fall,	
  15	
  School	
  Districts	
  that	
  serve	
  Kindergarten	
  are	
  participating,	
  along	
  with	
  5	
  charters.	
  	
  

	
  
7.	
   Federal	
  Child	
  Care	
  Regulations	
  and	
  the	
  Impact	
  for	
  Delaware	
  (attach	
  presentation)	
  
	
   Harriet	
  Dichter	
  and	
  Elaine	
  Archangelo	
  gave	
  an	
  overview	
  of	
  the	
  Child	
  Care	
  and	
  Development	
  Fund.	
  	
  

How	
  they	
  developed	
  their	
  feedback,	
  highlights	
  of	
  Federal	
  Plan	
  and	
  Delaware	
  progress	
  to	
  date	
  and	
  
what	
  are	
  the	
  next	
  steps.	
  

	
  
8.	
   Open	
  Forum	
  

• Mary	
  Gavin	
  –	
  AAP,	
  October	
  3rd	
  presentation	
  on	
  Disaster	
  and	
  Child	
  Trauma	
  
	
  

• Janet	
  Cornwell	
  –	
  There	
  will	
  be	
  an	
  October	
  29th	
  DEL	
  Team	
  meeting	
  with	
  members	
  from	
  around	
  
the	
  state	
  

	
  
• Dan	
  Rich	
  –	
  Stated	
  again	
  the	
  change	
  in	
  the	
  November	
  1st	
  meeting,	
  Springer	
  Building,	
  Herman	
  

Holloway	
  Campus,	
  1901	
  North	
  DuPont	
  Highway,	
  New	
  Castle	
  
	
  

• Play	
  Safe!	
  Be	
  Safe!	
  –	
  An	
  award	
  winning	
  fire	
  safety	
  education	
  program	
  created	
  especially	
  for	
  
children	
  ages	
  3	
  to	
  5	
  on	
  Friday,	
  November	
  15th	
  from	
  9:00	
  a.m.	
  to	
  12:00	
  p.m.	
  at	
  Delaware	
  State	
  
Fire	
  School	
  in	
  Dover,	
  Delaware.	
  	
  This	
  training	
  is	
  sponsored	
  by	
  BIC	
  and	
  the	
  National	
  Head	
  Start	
  
Association	
  in	
  collaboration	
  with	
  Delaware	
  Fire	
  School	
  and	
  Head	
  Start/ECAP.	
  	
  All	
  child	
  care	
  
partners	
  are	
  invited.	
  

	
  
• Debbie	
  Taylor	
  –	
  Drill	
  Weekend	
  Child	
  Care	
  for	
  our	
  Little	
  Heroes,	
  open	
  house	
  on	
  Saturday,	
  

November	
  2nd	
  from	
  8:00	
  a.m.	
  –	
  12:00	
  p.m.	
  at	
  Tender	
  Loving	
  Kare	
  child	
  Care	
  and	
  Learning	
  Center,	
  
Peoples	
  Plaza	
  site	
  in	
  Newark,	
  Delaware	
  

	
  
9.	
   Next	
  Meeting	
  will	
  be	
  October	
  11th	
  ,	
  Delaware	
  Department	
  of	
  Transportation,	
  Kent-­‐

Farmington/Felton	
  Room,	
  800	
  Bay	
  Road,	
  Dover,	
  Delaware	
  
	
  


