DRAFT NOTES
Early Childhood Council Response
Wilmington Education Advisory Committee Interim Report

Objective: create response to be included in a letter from ECC Chairs (due by March 13)

High-Level Messages
· We are supportive of the guiding principles adopted by the Wilmington Education Advisory Committee.
· Many of the goals of the Wilmington Education Advisory Committee align closely with those of the Delaware Early Childhood Council. Our 2013-18 Strategic Plan, Sustaining Early Success, includes many of the items in the interim recommendations:
· aligned and effective early learning system; 
· support for children’s healthy social-emotional development;
· strengthened family, community, and school engagement in early learning;
· strengthened governance, service integration and funding
· implementing continual improvement in state services
· mobilizing community partnerships and public commitment
· We agree that collaboration, integration, and planning are necessary to supporting our earliest learners.

	Recommendations relating to the Early Childhood Council 
	Potential ECC Response (if any)

	1. Recent improvements in early childhood programs should be accelerated. The Early Childhood Council, Office of Early Learning, and Wilmington Early Childhood Council should develop an early childhood community plan for Wilmington that would provide access to high-quality early childhood programs and services for all children. This initiative should align with the state’s already approved early childhood strategic plan
	

	2. The Advisory Committee endorses the increased investment needed and already anticipated to sustain and accelerate advances in early childhood learning and in workforce and college access.
	

	Narrative
	Potential ECC Response

	3. Addressing the unique needs of students in poverty and the challenges facing schools with concentrated poverty requires a developmental approach that focuses on the alignment of needed supports and services starting in early childhood (or prenatal care) and extending through entry into a career or higher education. Alignment of supports and services requires a strong partnership between the community and its schools. All sectors of the community should be mobilized.
	

	4. A key step will be the development of a citywide partnership that includes all providers (family and center-based), Early Head Start, Head Start, school districts, and higher education. This initiative should be supported actively by the Governor’s Commission on Early Education and the Economy, with the shared goal of working with providers to establish easily accessible and affordable high-quality services (including needed screenings and interventions to identify and address developmental needs) for all Wilmington children. This initiative should be coordinated with the existing Early Childhood Readiness Teams and should also include a formal partnership among early childhood providers and districts and charters serving Wilmington to facilitate the effective transition of children from early childhood to K–12 education.
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	Other recommendations related to early childhood             Potential ECC Response

	5. The governor and state legislature should mandate the IRMC to develop and implement a comprehensive plan for state and local services, including partnerships with private and nonprofit institutions, which will create a community of support for low-income children and their families.
	

	6. The Governor should re-direct the Delaware P–20 Council, representing Pre-K through higher education, to recommend improvements in the alignment of resources and programs to support student learning and development from birth through access to college and careers.
	

	7. The governor should call upon the Council of Higher Education Presidents to create a coordinated and aligned partnership program to help strengthen Wilmington education from early childhood through college access.
	

	8. The Wilmington Education Alliance, supported by the Office of Education and Public Policy, should play a leadership role in strengthening parent engagement in student learning, beginning in early childhood and extending through college and career choice.
	



Suggested additional recommendations for consideration
9. The Wilmington Education Improvement Commission (WEIC) should include a representative of early childhood education (from ECC or WECEC).
10. The mixed delivery system of early childhood services--including public, nonprofit and district/charter providers-- should be considered as plans are developed. 
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