


Sample Early Childhood Advisory Council Roles & Responsibilities

Delaware

In addition to any responsibilities assigned by the Governor through the IRMC, the Delaware Early Childhood Council shall make recommendations to the Governor, the General Assembly, and the IRMC that promote the appropriate coordination and effectiveness of state services and policies. The ECC shall be responsible for maintaining and expanding a statewide network of early care and education institutions that includes providers, advocates, state program officers, private and nonprofit community institutions, and others who support the development and delivery of high quality early childhood services.

Kentucky’s Governance Model and Responsibilities of the ECAC

The functions of the reorganized Council will include: 

a) Developing and promoting the vision for Kentucky’s early childhood system; 
b) Advocating for improved quality of early childhood services; 
c) Strengthening state, regional, and local level coordination and collaboration among the various sectors and settings of early childhood programs in the State. 
d) Identifying opportunities for and barriers to coordination and collaboration among existing private, Federal and state-funded early childhood programs.
e) Conducting periodic statewide needs assessments on the quality and availability of programs and services for children from birth to school entry. 
f) Developing recommendations for: 
a. I. Increasing overall participation of children in existing Federal, State, and local child care and early education programs, including outreach to underrepresented and special populations; 
b. The establishment or improvement of core elements of the State early childhood system, such as a statewide unified data collection system; 
c. A statewide professional development system and career ladder for early childhood educators; 
d. High-quality State early learning standards and undertake efforts to develop high-quality comprehensive early learning standards, as appropriate. 
e. Assessing the capacity and effectiveness of institutes of higher education in the state toward supporting the development of early childhood educators.
f. Facilitating the development or enhancement of high-quality systems of early childhood education and care designed to improve school readiness through one or more of the following activities: 
· Promoting school preparedness of children from birth through school entry; 
· Supporting professional development, recruitment, and retention initiatives for early childhood educators; 
· Enhancing existing early childhood education and development programs and services;
· Carrying out other activities consistent with the State's plan and application;
· Increasing public awareness of the importance of the early childhood years for the well-being of all Kentucky's citizens;

Wisconsin Early Childhood Advisory Council 

Mission
The mission of the Council is to help ensure that all children and families in Wisconsin have access to quality early childhood programs and services.

 The Council responsibilities include:
· Conducting a periodic, statewide needs assessment concerning the quality and availability of early childhood education and development programs.
· Identifying opportunities for, and barriers to, collaboration and coordination among Federally-funded and State-funded child development, child care, and early childhood education programs and services.
· Develop recommendations for increasing the overall participation of children in existing Federal, State, and local child care; and early childhood education programs including outreach to underrepresented and special populations.
· Develop recommendations regarding statewide professional development and career advancement plans for early childhood educators in the state.

NC Early Childhood Advisory Council 

The NCECAC shall have the following duties and functions:

a) Maximize the effectiveness of State public sector resources by learning from public and private sector successes in working toward the State’s goals for early childhood systems and better results for young children.
b) Strengthen state and local coordination, collaboration and innovation among various public and private sector early childhood programs in the State, including family strengthening, health, early care and education.
c) Develop and periodically review an innovative statewide strategic plan that outlines major goals and actions for reaching the desired system-wide results for young children and addresses changing state and local needs.
d) Identify key infrastructure needs or enhancements and recommend policies to promote and sustain an integrated system of family support, early care and education services that support children, families, and communities.
e) Recommend to the Governor funding priorities for a high-quality, efficient, and effective system of state supported services for young children and their families.
f) Conduct periodic statewide needs assessments on the quality and availability of innovative programs and services for children from birth to school entry.
g) Recommend enhancements in state early learning standards and undertake efforts to maintain high-quality early learning standards, as needed.
h) Promote coordination and collaboration among existing programs.
i) Recommend strategies to create a talented workforce and high-quality professional development system for educators and specialists serving young children and their families.
j) Assess the capacity and effectiveness of two- and four-year public and private institutions of higher education in the State that support the development of early childhood educators and specialists.
k) Recommend and promote strategies to develop and implement a statewide, unified, longitudinal data collection system for early childhood education programs and services.
l) Develop and implement plans to promote the importance of early childhood development and to increase commitment among parents, professionals, businesses, policy makers, and the public at large to ensuring that young children in North Carolina, especially at-risk children, are learning and thriving.
m) Monitor progress toward goals and present an annual written report of progress to date.
n) Seek, identify, and advocate for resources, including submitting grant proposals, for funding to implement the State’s early childhood initiatives. To the extent funds are available, the NCECAC is specifically authorized to make grants to other entities, to contract with other entities, and to utilize funds for the operation of the NCECAC.
o) Carry out additional responsibilities as assigned by the Governor to innovate and improve our early childhood system and achieve the best results for young children.
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